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a Dear Barry: g --::-< 
2. r.? 

5 s s w  
This letter is in reply t o  your inquiry of May 1 1, 1998 concerning the Shodakak $g 

&- 
Casino. You requested my office t o  make the following determinations: 

f 
(1) whether the casino is located on the Coyote Valley Reservation; and 
(2) whether the Coyote Valley Reservation constitutes "Indian lands" as defined in 
the lndian Gaming Regulatory Act  at 25  U.S.C. 52703 (4). 

I assigned this inquiry t o  one of m y  staff attorneys, Angela Kelsey. She has 
obtained factual information that clearly demonstrates that the Shodakai Casino is tb 
located on the Coyote Valley Reservation. In addition, she has obtained 1 

documentation that the reservation is being held in trust by the United States for 
the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo lndians of California. Based upon these facts and 
the Band's status as a federally recognized lndian tribe, she has concluded that  the 

8- 
r 

Coyote Valley Reservation meets the legal definition of  "Indian lands" that is set 
Q - 

forth at 2 5  U.S.C. 52703 (4). - (s- 
1. 

Ms. Kelsey reports that Carmen Fazio, the BIA Realty Officer in the Sacramento 
Area Office, gave her copies of property records indicating that the t i t le t o  the  land 
u@n which the Coyote Valley Reservation is located is being held in trust b y  the 
United States for the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians of California. This land 
was acquired in 1979 through a grant deed by Hilmer and Vivian Finne and Blanche 
and Theodore Richey t o  the United States in trust for the Coyote Valley Band. The 
deed was duly recorded on October 3, 1979, but was subsequently re-recorded on 
April 3, 1980 to  reflect the acceptance of the conveyance in trust by  the United 
States. The referenced property was declared a reservation by  the Secretary o f  the 
Interior on June 23, 1989 in accordance with the provisions of 2 5  U.S.C. 5467. A 
public notice of the declaration was published at 54 Fed. Reg. 30953 on July 25, 
1989. Copies of the deed and notice are enclosed wi th  this letter. 

To obtain confirmation that the Shodakai Casino is located on the reservation by  
someone who had actually visited it, Ms. Kelsey telephoned a NlGC field 



. ' .investigator in ~.alifornia, Gre'g Bergfeld. MI: Bergfeldstated that.he ti'ad 
visited the Shodakai Casino on at least one occasion and that it was located within 
the external boundaries of  the Coyote Valley Reservation. I f  additional information 
is required, Mr. Bergfeld can be reached at (209) 245-4941. 

The definition of "lndian lands" is set forth at 25 U.S. C. 52703 (4) and states 

The term "Indian lands" means-- 
(A) all lands within the limits of any lndian reservation; and 
(6) any lands tit le t o  which is either held in trust by the United States 
for the benefit of any lndian tribe or individual or held by any lndian 
tribe or individual subject t o  restriction by the United States against 
alienation and over which an lridian tribe exercises governmental 
power. 

The facts presented indicate that the Shodakai Casino is located on the Coyote 
Valley Reservation. The Coyote Valley Reservation was established for the Coyote 
Valley Band of Pomo Indians of California and the United States holds the legal tit le 
in  trust for the Band. Given the aforementioned facts, the Coyote Valley 
Reservation meets the definition of "Indian lands" set forth in the IGRA at  25 
U.S.C. 52703 (4). 

If  you have additional questions or requests concerning this matter, please contact 
Angela Kelsey at (202) 21 9-2407. 

Sincerely, 

Derril B. 3ordan 
Associate Solicitor 
Division of lndian Affairs 

Enclosures 
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