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Notice of Violation and Closure Order Issued Against the Nooksack Tribe
WASHINGTON, June 15, 2017 – Chairman of the National Indian Gaming Commission
(NIGC), Jonodev O. Chaudhuri, issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) and immediate Closure Order
against the Nooksack Tribe’s gaming operation, the Northwood Casino, in Washington. The NOV
resulted from a thorough and multi-faceted investigation by the NIGC that identified numerous
violations of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA), NIGC regulations and the Nooksack
Tribal Gaming Ordinance. The NOV details the violations as:
•
•

•

•

The Tribe failed to maintain its sole proprietary interest and responsibility for the conduct
of any gaming activity.
The Tribe failed to submit the required attestation certifying that the construction and
maintenance of the gaming facility adequately protects the environment and public health
and safety.
The Tribe failed to maintain and operate the gaming facility in a manner that adequately
protects the environment and public health and safety, which is evident in orders issued by
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) detailing significant deficiencies of the Safe
Drinking Water Act that have occurred at six water systems, including the Northwood
Casino Water System.
The Tribe failed to perform required licensing actions for members of the Nooksack
Business Corporation II (NBCII) who are primary management officials of the Northwood
Casino.

“We do not take lightly the issuance of notices of violation and closure orders against tribal gaming
operations. We are taking this significant enforcement action only after a complete analysis of the
unique circumstances involved, including a full review of the structure of the Tribe’s governing and
business bodies. The violations set forth in the Notice compromise the integrity of the Northwood
Casino and the gaming industry as a whole, diminish the sole proprietary interests of the Tribe,
threaten the health and safety of the public, and impede the Tribe’s ability to make necessary
decisions to administer their operations.” Chaudhuri said.
In order to correct the ongoing violations, the Nooksack Tribe must comply with all licensing
requirements, submit the required construction and maintenance attestation, and take corrective
action to resolve the EPA violations. The Tribe could face civil penalty violations in the amount of
$50,276 for each violation per day of occurrence until corrected.
The full Notice of Violations and Closure Order is available here.
###
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act created the National Indian Gaming Commission to support tribal self-sufficiency and
the integrity of Indian gaming. The NIGC has developed four initiatives to support its mission including (1) To protect
against anything that amounts to gamesmanship on the backs of tribes; (2) To stay ahead of the Technology Curve; (3)
Rural outreach; and (4) To maintain a strong workforce within NIGC and with its tribal regulatory partners. NIGC
oversees the efficient regulation of 497 gaming establishments operated by 244 tribes across 29 states. The Commission’s
dedication to compliance with the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act ensures the integrity of the growing $29.9 billion Indian
gaming industry. To learn more, visit www.nigc.gov and follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

