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September 17, 2026 
 
Glen Nenema, Chairman 
Kalispel Tribe of Indians 
P.O. Box 39 
Usk, WA 99180 
 

Re:  Kalispel Tribe of Indians Ordinance Amendments, Resolution 2026-70 
 
Dear Chairman Nenema: 

 This letter is to inform you that the Kalispel Tribe of Indians’ amended gaming 
ordinance, enacted by Resolution 2026-70 on June 9, 2026, and submitted to the National Indian 
Gaming Commission (NIGC) on June 18, 2026, is deemed approved by operation of law.  

 Pursuant to the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA), the NIGC Chair has 90 days 
from the date of submission to either approve or disapprove a gaming ordinance.1 Any gaming 
ordinance not acted upon at the end of the 90-day period is considered to be approved by the 
operation of law to the extent it is consistent with IGRA and the NIGC regulations. Because the 
position of the NIGC Chair is currently vacant, no action was taken within the 90-day statutory 
deadline which lapsed on September 16, 2026. Therefore, the Kalispel Tribe of Indians’ gaming 
ordinance amendment is considered deemed approved to the extent it is consistent with IGRA 
and the NIGC regulation. Finally, it is my opinion that the amended gaming ordinance is 
consistent with IGRA and NIGC regulations. 

Thank you for providing the amended gaming ordinance for our review. If you have any 
questions, please contact NIGC Staff Attorney Mandy Cisneros at mandy.cisneros@nigc.gov or 
(651)-238-9141.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rea Cisneros  
Acting General Counsel 

 
1 25 U.S.C. § 2710(e). 
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