
Re: Prt~poscd fl~cility liccnsc slandarrls 

Dear Tribal I,ci~der: 

The National Indian Gaming Co~-i~n>ission (NIGC) has just publisl~cd proposed licensing 
stwdards for gaming facilities. The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA) requires that 
tribcs liccnsc their gaming facilities anrl Ihnt the constn~ction and opcration of thosc 
ftlcilitjcs bc  conducted in a lnnnncr that safeguards the enviranmcnl ant1 hcalth and public 
safely (LI'HS). 

Thc proposcd rcgulntions rccognizc that in issuing and renewing facility licenses, tribes 
will have enacted, ;~doptcd, or applicd EP1 IS laws and codcs. Thc proposal rcg~ilotion 
would rcyuirc that at thc t in~e  or  issuat~cc or renewal o f a  fiicility Ijccnsc, tribcs list thosc 
EI'HS provisiorls applicable to the g r n i ~ ~ g  opcration 2nd certify that the facility is in 
compliance with them. 

Fzifll~er, thc proposcd regulation would require that with rcspcct to ncw tribal gamirlg 
E~cilitics, lribcs identify tljc parcel wl~cre the gaming will bc located and providc 
infornlation sufficient to show that thc sarning will occur on "Indian lands" as defined in 
TGKA. 'The proposed regulation -\vould also clarify the mnnncr in whicl~ NFGC will secure 
cornpli ancc with thc proposcd Prkci lily l iccnsi~~g standartls. 

The NICJC first identified thc nccd Tor facility license sta~ldards it1 2005. In 2006, t l~c  
NIGC prepared draft facility ticerlse regulations, which we distrihutcd to tribal leaclers 
and plncetl on our wcbsite for commcnt. Since that time, the NlGC has rnet with over 
1 1 3 tribal Icadcrs or tribal represcri tativcs :~ncl rcviewed ovcr 1 35 writtcn comtncnts on 
thc dr;ifl rcgulatians. 

The NlCC considerecl all of the comments on the draft regulations and has made 
signifjcmlt changes to the proposcd mlc. As a result, the NlGC has substar~tially redr~cecl 
the submission requirements in  hot11 parts of the proposcd mlc. 

111 direct response to comments lhat the request for Indian lands information in the prior 
draft was too curnbersomc, the ncw proposed rule requires only thc namc, lcgal 
descriptio~~ and parccl or tract number of the land whcrc new gaming will occur if the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BlA) J~olds the deed to thc land. TIIC NIGC will then work 
with the BM to obtain additional lands information that that agency maintains. 
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The t<TJSIS section h ; ~ s  n1so hccn significanlly modified so that the only information 
rcqnircd to hc suhmittcd with tIic riicility Iiccnse is n tribal ccrti ficntion that t11c tribe has 
idcntilicd and cnforccs EPIIS laws applicni~lo to its ~ a m i n g  operation 3rd n clocunlcnt 
listing those applicahlc laws. 

In kccping with tlic N l W ' s  cornmitnicnl to government-In-govcni~ne~it consullation. we 
arc sccking tribal cur~imcnts on Ihis proposcd rulc. Encloscd is a copy or t l ~ c  proposcd 
rulc as published in llle Fetlcral Register on Octobcr 18'". 2007. I'&:Is~ submit your 
gn1ments-witl1-4~.-rlays of publjcatigp--in-theF&tlg~~1-Regiister. Comments should he 
adtlrcssctl to: 

I;acilil y Liccnsc S tan<lnrds I'roposcd Rule 
Attention: Penny J .  Colcman, Acting General Counsel 
National Indian Gaming Commission 
1 441 1, Street, NW, Suitc 9 1 00 
Washington, DC: 20005 

this regulation and look forward to receiving your views 
se standards. I fyou have;Inyquestions. pleaseconlact 

Cl h?' ,  man 


