Finding of No Significant Impact and Notice

Proposed Mechoopda Casino Project, Butte County, California
AGENCY National Indian Gaming Commission
ACTION Finding of No Significant Impact

SUMMARY

The Mechoopda Indian Tribe of the Chico Rancheria (Tribe) submitted a request to the Natiorfal Indian
Gaming Commission (NIGC) to approve a management contract between the Tribe and Stationg Casinos,
Inc. The management contract is associated with the proposed management of a proposed gamirjg facility
that would be constructed on 630 acres of land that the Tribe has asked the Bureau of Indiaph Affairs
(BIA) to take into trust. The land proposed for development and trust acquisition is locat¢d within
portions of Sections 5 and 6, Township 20N, Range 3E, and a portion of NE % of Section 1,
20N, Range 2E, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian of the “Shippee, California” U.S. Geologicdl Survey
7.5 minute topographic quadrangle. The land is located approximately ten miles southeast of tHe City of
Chico, immediately adjacent to and east of State Route 149, near its intersection with Highwhy 99, in
unincorporated Butte County, California.

Based upon the analysis documented in the Environmental Assessment (EA), Revised Envirpnmental
Assessment (REA), consideration of comments received during the public review perjod, and
implementation of additional mitigation requirements detailed below, the NIGC has reached a Finding Of
No Significant Impact (FONSI). This finding constitutes a determination that the Proposed Action (as
defined below) is a federal action that will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment.
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

National Indian Gaming Commission
NEPA Compliance Officer

1441 L Street NW, Suite 9100
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 632-7003

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The NIGC’s Proposed Action is the approval of a management contract between the Tribe and Stations
Casinos, Inc. A concurrent proposed action is the BIA’s proposed transfer of the site into fedpral trust
status for the benefit of the Tribe. The proposed fee-to-trust conveyance is for two parcelq totaling
approximately 630 acres. A reasonably foreseeable consequence of these actions is the subsequent
proposed development of a portion of the site into a gaming facility (Proposed Project). Th¢ gaming
facility is proposed to include a mixture of uses including food and beverage facilities, casing support
areas, administration facilities, a lounge, retail space, and a main gaming hall. Other intended uges of the
site include a casino parking area, a new groundwater well and water storage tank, and a wastewater
treatment plant.

The REA considered several alternatives to the Proposed Action, which are described in the REA and
summarized below. The Alternative On-Site Location Alternative and the No Action Alternafive were
evaluated in full detail in the REA. Three alternative sites (the Skyway Property, the Live Oak Property,

















































