
Thomas Hehir, Executive Director 
Augustine Gaming Commission 
P.O. Box 846 
Coachella, CA 92236 

Re: Request for Approval of Amendments to the 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians Gaming Ordinance 

Dear Mr. Hehir: 

This letter responds to your request, on behalf of Tribal Chairperson Mary Ann Green, to the 
National Indian Gaming Commission ('WIGC") to review and approve the amendments to the 
tribal gaming ordinance of the Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians ("Tribe"). On March 3,2009, 
the Tribe forwarded the amendments to the ordinance by Resolutions No. 09.01, No. 08.02, No. 
07.1 1, and No. 07.10. The NIGC received the amendments on March 5,2009. 

The amended ordinance is consistent with the requirements of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
and the NIGC5s regulations, and it is therefore approved. In the future, please be advised that 
NIGC regulations require that amendments to an ordinance must be submitted to the NIGC 
Chairman for approval within 15 days of adoption of a resolution amending said ordinance. 

Thank you for your submission. If you have any questions or require assistance, please contact 
Armando Acosta in+e Office of the General Counsel at 202-632-7003. 

./- / 

Chairman 

cc: Mary Ann Green, Chairperson 
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTER5 1441 L St. NW, 5ulte 9100, Washington. DC 20005 Tel. 102.632.7KI3 Fax 202 632 70% M . N I G C . G O V  

REGIONAL OFFICES. Portland, OR. Sacramento, CA: Phoenix. AZ; St Paul. MN, Tulsa. OK 
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March 3, 2009 

Dear Chairman Hogen: 

The Augustine Band of CahuilZa Indians is submitting for your approval four (4) 
Resolutions, signed by the Tribal Chairperson, Mary Ann Green, amending five (5) 
sections of the Tribal' s Gaming Ordinance entitled "The Code of Laws of the Augustine 
Band of Cdmilla Tndians-Title IV Gaming'". 

Resolution No. 09.0 1 Gaming Code S d o n  9 14 LcLicense Suspension and Revocation" 
has been amended to specify with clarity that any employee who has their license 
suspended wherein it is the intention ofthe Gaming Commission to revoke their license 
has a right to a hearing. Subsections (a), 0, and ( f )  have been amended to be 
consistent with the employee' s right to have hearing regarding the revocation of their 
license. Because we have found that it is not practical to schedule a hearing within ten 
(10) days of the original date of license suspension Subsection (e) has been amended to 
provide thirty (30) days. 

Resolution No. 08.02 Gaming Code Section 406 "Qualifications" has been amended to 
provide Tribal members greater flexibility and opportunity for employment and 
participation in the Tribal Gaming Agency. Subsection (c) has been amended by adding 
the words "Unless a Tribal M e m b d  to the beginning of the first sentence. 

Resolution No. 07.1 lGaming Code Section 404 "Terms" has been amended to decrease 
the length of service of a commissioner from three (3) years to two (2) years. The length 
of service for the Commission Chairperson remains three (3) years. The Last paragraph in 
Gaming Code Section 4Q4 is amended to read, "Thereafter all terms for commissioners 
shall be two years and the term of the chairperson shall be three years. If a vacancy 
occurs during a term, the Council may appoint a successor for the unexpired portion of 
the term". . I  I 
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Resolution No. 07.10 Gaming Code Sections 40 1 "'Establishment of Augustine Band 
Gaming Comrnission" and 409 'Meetings" have been amended to provide the Gaming 
Commission more flexibility in the makeup of the Commission and meeting frequency. 
Section 401 has been amended to read, ". . .consisting of a Commission Chairperson and 
np to four other members". Section 409 'Meetings" has been amended to read, "The 
Comrnission shall meet as scheduled to fulfill its duties and obligations under this Code, 
but in no event less frequently than once per quarter". 

=-A=.- n n r  Thank you for yvul stance and if you have any questions please have vow ststaff 
contact me at (760) 3 98-253 1. 

Sincerely yours, 

4- f& 
Thomas Hehir, Executive Director 
Augustine Gaming Commission 



AUQUSTHNE BAND OF CAHUILCA INDIANS 
RO. Box 846 Coachella, CA 92236 (760) 368-7171 

Tribal Council Fax (760) 369-7161 Tkibal Administration Pax (760) 369-9061 
Tribal Chairperson: MaryAnn Green 

RF,SOLUTlON NO. 07.1 0 
GAMING CODE 

WHEREAS: The Augustine Band of  Cahuilla Mission Indians (the Band) is a 
federally recognized hdian Tribe recognized by the United States 
Secretary of the Inferior as having jurisdiction over Indian Lands in 
California which are eligible for gaming under the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, 25 U.S.C. 5 2701 et seq. (IGRA); and 

UTHEFKEAS: The Tribal Council is the governing body of the Band pursuant to 
Tribd law, having all the legisIative powers and responsibilities of 
the Tribal Government; and 

WFfEREAS: The Council k d s  that operation of bingo and other games of 
chance is a valid means of promoting ecunomic development and 
the health and welfare of Band citizens; and 

The Council finds that because of the particularly sensitive nature 
of gaming, it must be subject to strict regulation; and 

WHEFtEAS: In order to engage in Class II or Class XI1 gaming, tbe governing 
body of a tribe must adopt a gaming ordinance and have the 
gaming ordinance approved by the Chairman of the National 
Indian Gaming Commission ( N I C E ) ,  pursuant to IGRA; and 

WHEREAS: The Tribal Council Previously adopted a Gaming Code as Title ?Y 
of the Laws of the Augustine Band of Mission Indians to authorize 
and regulate gaming on the Augustine Resenation to reflect 
changes in the Band's gaming development plans and the Gaming 
Compact the Band has executed with the State of California, 
through Governor Davis, and that has been approved by ihe 
Department of Interior as required by IGRA; and 
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Resolution NO. 07.10 

SUW, THEREFORE BE IT That the Band, acting through its 
Tribal Council, hereby adopts the attached Amendments to Section 4031 
"Establishment of Augusthe Band Gaming Cornmission" and Section 409 
"Meetings" of the Laws of the Augustine Band of Cakuilla Mission Indims Title 
IV-Gaming to authorize license and regulate gaming on the Augustine 
Reservation. 

BE IT PRVALLY RESOLVEX): Tfiat the c m n t  approved Sections 401 and 409 
of Title TV of the Laws of &e Augustine Bmd of Cahuilla Mission Indians be 
deleted and replaced with the following: 

"Section 401 Establishment of Auwstine Band Gxdnn Commission 

There is hereby established the Augusthe Band of Cabifla Indians 
Gaming Coinmission (Yhntnission'X an agency of the Band, consisting 
of a Commission Chaitpason and up to four other members. 

SGtilbn 409 Meetim The Commission shall meet as scheduled to fulfill 
its duties and obligations under this Code, but in no event less frequently 
than once per quarter. Meetings may be called by the Chakprson of the 
Commission, or by any two members ofthe Commission, upon at least 
three days written notice to dl members. Ifthe Chairperson of the 
Commission or any two members certify in writing that a meeting must be 
held on less than thee days notice, a meeting may be held as necessary, 
provided that best efforts must be made to pruvide the Chirpawn md all 
members with as much advance notice of such meeting as possible. A 
majority o f  the number of  Commissim members seated shall constitute a 
quorum for the tramaction of business. If ody three Commission. 
members are seated, all three members shall be in attendance at meetings 
at which the Commission holds hearings. The vote of a majority of the 
members present at a meeting at which a quorrrm is present shall be the act 
of the Commission." 

It is hereby cerkEed that at a notice m d g  ofthe surviving half-blood 
descendant members of the Augustine Bmd of Mission Indians held July 24, 
2007, a vote was cast as follows: I for, 0 against, 0 a w n i n g .  



AUQUSTXHE BAHD OF CAHUXLLA 1RP)J.APIS 
EO. &ox 846 Coachella, CA 92236 (760) 369-7171 

'Tribal Council Fax (760) 369-7161 TkibaI Administration Fax (760) 369-9061 
mbal Chairperson: MaryAnn Oreen 

RESOLUTION NO. 07.1 f L,k,/ _ 
G m G  CODE " . f . "  , , ,- 

WHERIEAS: me Augustbe Baad of Caiurilla Missinn Indians (tbe Rand) is 
a federally -@zed Indirtn tribe recognized by the United States Semtary 
of the Interim as having jurisdiction over Indian Lands in Wifom-ia which are 
eligible fox gaming under the Indian Gaming Fkgdatmy Act, 25 U.S.C. 2701 
et seq. @GRA); and 

WEEREAS: The Tribal Council is the g w d g  body ofthe Band pursuane 
to Tribal law, having dI the legisl&e p o r n  md responsibfities of the 
Tribal Government: and 

WHEREAS: TBe Council finds tbae operation 0fbin.g~ and other games of 
chance is a d i d  means of pxomohg economic deveIoperrt and the h d t h  
and welfare of Band citizens; aad 

WHElEEEAS: The C o d  ~ d s  that because ofthe particularly sensitive 
nature of gaming, it mmt be subject to strict Mation;  and 

WHEREAS: harder toenmeinClwD[mCkmef i egwero ing  
body of a hf%e must adopt a gmhg ordimme and have the mdhmce 
approved by tbe Chairman &the National Mian Gaming Commission 
(NIGC), pursuant ERA; md 

WREREXS: The TniI C m d  pmvhsly &@ed a Gaming M e  as Title 
IV of the Laws of the Angmthe Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians to 
authorize and regulate gaming m the Angnshe ~ O X X  to Sea& changes 
in the Band" gaming development plans and the Gaming Compact the Band 
laas ex& with the State of CaJXomia, through Governor Davis, and that - 
has been approved by the llepmbnent ofhterior as mpked by IGM; and 

NOW, TBE:REFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That fie &ad, &ding tbm@ 
its Tribal Council, hereby adopts the a t h h d  Amemhat to Section 404 - 
Commissioner 'Tams" of the Laws of the Augusthe Band of CahailIa 
Mission Indians Title N-- to authorize license and regdate gaming on 
the A-ine Reservation. 
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Ptesolutian No. 07.1 f 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLWZD: Thst the current approved Section 404 of 
Title XV of the l aws  of the Augusthe Band of  CahuiZIa Pdkion Xndians be 
deleted and -. - replaced with the foliowkg: 

: " . <.:& 
-,, .>>-,-', 

< '-X *,:< :< 

"Se&on404 Term3 

37ae initid members ofthe Commissicrn shaIZ s m e  as follows: 
. ., .- . 

t . . ' . .  I .  . . .; . . - -  . :. 
'. . .,. , ,:; 

( Two &&bas shall senre an initid two-Y& term. 
' -:<. 

(c) >:$Ihe .:,-.> ,,.<:.,' , ~ m ~ m . o f  ' + - < -  the b m n h i o n  shall m e  an initial threP <*q..,. A;:. -!,??*Y::> .,>.><* .<;, * ,.,-- . ,.- , +;, year m. ' .-5; ..- r- - +.'- . - : - .if:&,":.'- . .  -. 
-,-*<; $;-> .,: ,..- -;- ",; . .- ' , ,,. <-.+ 

" yCi , . '. 
?> ,** -,2< <: - :: . ,x;~>F~,A.d:' ,- .: ,-':< . L,.% ;- :..-: T;<z",+- ---<..- 
'+.>, L .,.'. , > - .-,.a<, : .,, >: .- ..y2 ". 9% :$&?+yi ,-,.y ,$$& , ? 

-2 ,!?. ,*,-: + +;;,&. ; , ; w H . , .  J-&?>'. 

T'hrd te r  all t e e  %i~cpirq1~~1~ii'&~~sha11 be two years and the t m  fur 
chairperson shall be three years Ka vacancy occurs durjng a term, the 
Council nlay appoint a successor for the uxaexpired portion ofthe term" 

It is hereby W e d  that at a d c e d  meeting of the b v i n g  half-blood d w a d a n t  members of 
the Augusthe Band of Mission Wans held .d June 21,2007, a vote was cast as foUow: f for, 
0 ag-oabstahing - 



AUCIUSTINE BAPID OF W U I L L A  INDIANS 
P.O. Box 846 Coachella, CA 92236 - (760) 369-7 17 1 

Tribal Council Fax (760) 369-7 16 1 Tli baI Administration Fax (760) 369-906 1 
MbaI Chairperson: MaryAnn Ctreerr 

R d ~ t i o n  No. 08.02 
Gaming Code Section 406 QoaIMatioas 

WHEREAS, the Augmtine Band ofC&dIa Indians (tb Tribe) is a federally recognized Indian 
sovereign m g n i &  by the United States Smetary of the Inhior as having governance and 
jurisdiction over hdian Lands in Womia which are eligible for gaming under the Indian 
Gaming Regulatoxy Act, 25 U.S.C. 270 1 et seq. QGRA); and 

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council (the Couflcil) is the governing body of the Tribe pursuant to its 
law, possessing all the powers a d  mpnsibilities ofthe Tribe's Government: and 

WHEREAS, the Council M s  that operatiof]; of bings and other game8 of chmx is a d i d  
m w s  of promoting economic development and the h d t h  and welfare of Tribal members; a d  

WHEREAS, the Council finds t h a t b s e  ofthe pmtidarly d v e  rwhm of gaming, it must 
be subject to E R A  aad the Tribe's reguhlim; a d  

WI3[EREAS, ho~toen~inClassDorCIassIIIgaming,thegovenringWyofa 
federally mqgkd Tndian $oven&n must adopt a gaming o s d m  and have the ordinatlce 
F P P ~ ~ Y  the Chairman of the National Indian Gaming Cummission (N'IGC), pursuant to 
XGM; and 

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has aduptd a Gaming Code as TI& LV of the Laws of the 
Augustiine Band of CahuiIh Indians that a&rkes and regdabs gaming on the Augusthe 
M o f l  and that Gaming Code governs tbe Tribe's j p h g  devel-t and incorpolrrtes 
the Gaming Compact the Tribe has agmted with the State of Califbrrria that hss been approved 
by the Depa&nent of h e o r  as required by IGRA, and 

NOW, TmREz10RE BE rr RESOLVED that* Tribe, acting thrw& its 3ir'ttaZ mllncil, 
hereby adopts the Amendment to Section 406 Commissioner "Qualifidons" af th Laws of the 
Augmhe Band of Cahuilla Indians T i e  N-Gaming to a u t h w  liccnse aod regulate gsrnitlg 
m the Augustbe Reservation, as d d  below. 
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Resolupion No, 08.02 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, W Section 406 of Title IV ofthe M w  of the Aupstine 
Band of Cahuilla Indians k revoked and sepIawd with the fbllowkg: 

To be eEgr%J.e to serve as t3akpemn ofthe Clmmksion, member of the 
Commission, or M o f  the Commission, a person shall: 

- .. 
. . , .. , :... . -  - ;  ... 

. . ,., 
. . ,--  :; :< , 

1::. -.  i ., 
- .... ..... - . .. -- . ,; - - -,- ! (a) BE ofbib iOd c*w to public mnfidmce in 

mg:;b:he TwZg.,~,; . , 

& &dent @'-& t;b'6$We he 
. . 

functi0~1~ofthecommission; ,:*, Y ,>,. .c>-'z-"<, , -$ 
;<.- ,,:. 

., .".$g:;,;;"" ". ". &:* ? .. :-' . <  
$ :; 

:, ,$ ' ,g2,2;@*~&+:G ,x7 -.<::: ::-... +r. % . , 
(c) Unless a ~ni~hk~iii~~v~n'6 + .,, . ,... ., -q+! fmmw&E'in c4 .-- my gaming operated 

under the Code. A p e ~ s ~ n & ~ s . ~ a ~ . c i a l ' ~ % ? n  - ,J .,., . 
<.>, +.:.- !,,: any gaming operated rmder 

the Code" ifthat person,'~r'%i~~kon's spouse, brother, sister, mother, 
father, sm, daughter, grandmother? grandfather, gmtdsoa, &daughter or 
first cousin has invested y has a direct or indirect interest in, has a 
q e n t  mm in, or has my other pecrmimy intemst whakuex in 
gaming operated under this Code. C i t i z d p  in the Trib does not, in iW3 
create a Tmmcid stake in any gaming operated mder this Cade". 
Employment st a licensed gaming kility of the Tribe, othw than as a prhmq 
management official, try a person's spouse, brother, sister, mother, Mer, son, 
daughter, grandmother, grandfather, gadson, granddaughter or fmt cowin 
does not create in such person a "fmamial stake in any gaming apesated mder 
this Code"; 

(d) Not be employed at or participate as a player in aty gaming fiicility on. the 
Augusthe Resewation during the h e  such person is serving as Chairperson 
of the Commission, member of the Commission, or st& of the Commission; 

(e) Never have been convicted of my tribal, federal or state fkImy, or m y  csime 
or civil case involving fraud, misffptes~6oa, mural turpitude or gamb1ing; 

( f )  Submit to a background investigation conducted by the Tribe or a third party 
on its behalf and meet the mpkements applicable to a mwgment 
contractor under IGRA; and 

(g) Mot be dement  on a debt to tbe T n i  any agency afthe Tribe, or 
corporation awned or conholld by the Trik 
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RaoIution No. 08.02 

I, the undersigned Tribal C h a i p m n  of .the A q y s h e  Band of Muil la  Indims do, 
hereby, certify W the forego* Rmolution was adoptad by the Txibal Council by a vote 
of 1 in her, 0 oppost%%nddO .<>;. ,. j;.p-p~h/, ak tahhg  on Mmh 1 1,2008 and that this mIution has 
not beea rescinded or runeiidkl'in any way. 



AUGUSTINE G A M I N G  COMMISSION 
84-001 Avenue 54 * Coachella, CA 92236 (760) 398-2531 * Fax (760) 391-5094 

MSOLUTION NO. 09.01 GAMING CODE 

LICENSE SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION 
4% 

=REAS: The Augustine Bad of CahuilZa Indians (the Band) is a 
federally recognized Indian sovereign recognized by the United States 
Secretary of the Interior as having governance and jurisdiction over Indian 
Lands in California which are eligible for gaming under the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, 25 U.S.C. 2701 et seq. (IGRA); and 

WHERIEAS: The Tribal Council (the Council or Tribal Council) is the 
governing body ofthe Band pursuant to its law, possessing all the powers 
and responsibilities of the Band's Government: and 

WHEREAS: The Council finds that operation of bingo and other games of 
chance is a valid means of promoting economic development and the health 
and welfare of Band citizens; and 

WHEREAS: The Council finds that because of the particularly sensitive 
nature of gaming, it must be subject to IGRA and the Band's regulation; and 

WFEREAS: In order to engage in Class II or Class III gaming, the governing 
body of a f e d d l y  recognized Indian sovereign must adopt a gaming 
ordinance and have the ordinance approved by the Chairman of the National 
lndian Gaming Commission (NIGC), pursuant to IGRCX; and 

WEEEREAS: The Tribal Council has adopted a Gaming Code as Title IV of 
the Laws of the Augusthe Band of Cahuilla Indians that authorizes and 
regulates gaming on the Augustine Reservation and that Gaming Code 
governs the Band's gaming development and incorporates the Gaming 
Compact the Band has executed with the State of California that has been 
approved by the Department of Interior as required by IGRA; and 

NOW, THXREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Band, acting tkrough 
its Tribal Council, hereby adopts the Amendment to Section 91 4 "License 
Suspension and Revocation" of the Laws of the Augustine Band of Cahuilla 
Indians Title I V - G e g  to authorize, license and regulate gaming on tke 
hugustine Reservation, as denoted below. 
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Resolution No. 09.0 1 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That Section 91 4 of Title XV of the Laws of the Augustine 
Band of Cahuilla Indians is revoked and replaced with the following: 

Section 91 4 License Suspension and Revocation 

(a) If after issuance of a p m e n t  license under this chapter the Commission determines that 
the continued licensing of the person or entity could constitute a threat to the public health or 
safety or that the licensee is unsuitable or otherwise unqualified for a gaming license, or the 
Commission receives from the NIGC or an appropriate law enforcement department reliable 
written information indicating that a key employee or a primary management oficial is not 
eligible for Iicensure, the Commission shall summarily suspend such license and shall notify in 
writing the licensee of the suspension and the proposed revocation, and fhe right to have a 
hearing on the proposed revocation of the license. 

($1 If after issuance of a permanent license mder t h i ~  chapter the Commission receives notice 
that the State Gaming Agency has determined that a person would be unsuitable for licensure in a 
gaming establishment subject to the jurisdiction of the Shte  Gaming Agency, the Commission 
shall suspend such license and notify the licensee in writing of the proposed revocation and the 
licensee's right to a hearing. The Commission may, in its discretion, re-issue a license to the 
person following entry of a final judgment reversing the determination of the State Gaming 
Agency in a proceeding in state wurt conducted pursuant to section 1085 of the California Civil 
Code. 

(c) The gaming operation shaI1 not enter into, or continue to make payments pursuant to, m y  
contract or agreement for the provision of gaming resources requiring state certification with any 
person whose application to the State Gaming Agency for a determination of suitability has been 
denied or has expired without renewal. Any agreement between the gaming operation and a 
gaming resource supplier shall be deemed to include a provision for its termination without 
M e r  liability on the part of the gaming operation, except far bona fide repayment of all 
outstanding sums (exclusive of interest) owed as of, or papent for services or materids received 
up to, the date of termination, upon revocation or non-renewal of the gaming resource supplier's 
license by the Commission based on a determination ofunsuitability by the State G d n g  
Agency. 

(d) The gaming operation or the Band shall not enter into, or continue to make payments 
pwmmt to, any contract or agreement for class gaming activity with any person whose 
application to the State Gaming Agency for a detmnination of suitability has been denied ox 
expired without renewal. Any agreement between the gaming operation or the Band and a 
financial source providing financing for class gaming activity shall be deemed to include a 
provision for its termination without further liability on the part of the gaming operation or the 
Band, except for bona fide repayment of all outstanding sums (exclusive of interest) owed as of 
the date of termination, upon revocation or non-renewal of the financial source's license by the 
Commission based on a determination of unsuitability by the State  Gaming Agency. 



Page 3 
Resolution No. 04.01 

(e) Upon suspension of the license d e r  ihis section, the Commission shall notify the licensee in , 
writing of the suspension and proposed revocation. Such suspension shall not extend beyond 30 d4 0 1  ,q 
days without a hearing, if a hearing has been requested. 

(f i  Should the licensee  quest a hearing, the Commission shall notify the licensee of the time and 
place of the hearing. At the hearing, the licensee shall h v e  the right to be present, be represented 
by counsel at the licensee's own expense, to review all evidence before the Commission on the 
application, and to present additional oral or documentary evidence in support of the application. 
The decision of the Commission shall be in writing, and shall be rendered within five business days 
of the conclusion of the hearing. 

(g) After a revocation hearing* the Commission shall deternine, based on the evidence presented at 
the hearing, whether to revoke or reinstate the license. If the licensee continues to meet the 
standards of this chapter, the License shall be reinstated. Knot the Iicense shall be revoked. The 
Commission shall notify the NIGC of its decision. The decision of the Commission may be 
appealed to Tribal Court. 

It is hereby certified that at a noticed meeting ofthe Tribal Council of the Augustine Band of 
Cahuilla Indians held -009 , a vote was cast as follows: 1 for, -0- against, 4 
abstaining. 


